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To the past and future children  

of the movement.
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I am deeply grateful to Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell for their hard work, 
persistence, and commitment to making it real, making it plain, and telling the 
whole truth. I am also grateful to Leigh Walton for his work editing this book. 
And I want to thank IDW and Top Shelf for their openness, their support, and 
their powerful work.

John Lewis

I will forever be indebted to my mom for the opportunities in my life that her 
hard work and sacrifice made possible. I am more than grateful to John Lewis, 
whose trust, faith, and friendship have filled my life with purpose. I am in awe 
of Nate Powell’s talent and grateful to have worked with him. I am deeply 
appreciative of Sara for her patience and support, Vaughn for his guidance and 
friendship, and Dom for reminding me to have fun. I wish Jordan could see 
this. And thank you, Mr. Parker, Mrs. Fuentes, Jacob Gillison, A.D. Frazier, 
Professor Uchimura, and all of the teachers and mentors that gave me the 
courage to walk this road.

Andrew Aydin

I’d like to dedicate my work on this book to the memory of Sarah Kirsch 
(1970–2012), whose compassion, humanity, vision, and talent deeply shaped 
the direction of my life from my early teenage years; to my wife, Rachel, a true 
original and cranky do-gooder committed to helping those who need a hand; 
and to our amazing daughters, Harper and Everly, in hopes of their growing 
into a world more humane, more considerate, more loving — a world they and 
their entire generation will inherit. Let’s make the world worth it.

Nate Powell
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JOHN LEWIS is the U.S. Representative 
for Georgia’s fifth congressional district and 
an American icon widely known for his 
role in the civil rights movement. 

As a student at American Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 1959, Lewis 
organized sit-in demonstrations at 
segregated lunch counters in Nashville, 
Tennessee. In 1961, he volunteered to 
participate in the Freedom Rides, which 
challenged segregation at interstate bus 
terminals across the South. He was beaten 
severely by angry mobs and arrested by 
police for challenging the injustice of “Jim Crow” segregation in the South.

From 1963 to 1966, Lewis was Chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC). As head of SNCC, Lewis became a nationally recognized figure, 
dubbed one of the “Big Six” leaders of the civil rights movement. At the age of 23, 
he was an architect of and a keynote speaker at the historic March on Washington in 
August 1963.

In 1964, John Lewis coordinated SNCC efforts to organize voter registration 
drives and community action programs during the Mississippi Freedom Summer.  
The following year, Lewis helped spearhead one of the most seminal moments of the 
civil rights movement. Together with Hosea Williams, another notable civil rights 
leader, John Lewis led over 600 peaceful, orderly protesters across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama, on March 7, 1965. They intended to march from Selma 
to Montgomery to demonstrate the need for voting rights in the state. The marchers 
were attacked by Alabama state troopers in a brutal confrontation that became known 
as “Bloody Sunday.” News broadcasts and photographs revealing the senseless cruelty 
of the segregated South helped hasten the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Despite physical attacks, serious injuries, and more than 40 arrests, John Lewis remained 
a devoted advocate of the philosophy of nonviolence. After leaving SNCC in 1966,  
he continued to work for civil rights, first as Associate Director of the Field Foundation, 
then with the Southern Regional Council, where he became Executive Director of 
the Voter Education Project (VEP). In 1977, Lewis was appointed by President Jimmy 
Carter to direct more than 250,000 volunteers of ACTION, the federal volunteer 
agency.

In 1981, Lewis was elected to the Atlanta City Council. He was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in November 1986 and has represented Georgia’s fifth district 
there ever since. In 2011 he was awarded the Medal of Freedom by President Barack 
Obama.

Lewis’s 1998 memoir, Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement, won numerous 
honors, including the Robert F. Kennedy, Lillian Smith, and Anisfield-Wolf Book 
Awards. His subsequent book, Across That Bridge: Life Lessons and a Vision for Change, 
won the NAACP Image Award.
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ANDREW AYDIN, an Atlanta native, currently serves as Digital Director & Policy 
Advisor in the Washington, D.C., office of Rep. John Lewis. After learning that his 
boss had been inspired as a young man by the 1950s comic book Martin Luther King &  
The Montgomery Story, Aydin conceived the March series and collaborated with Rep. 
Lewis to write it, while also composing a master’s thesis on the history and impact 
of The Montgomery Story. Today, he continues to write comics and lecture about the 
history of comics in the civil rights movement.

Previously, he served as Communications Director and Press Secretary during Rep. 
Lewis’s 2008 and 2010 re-election campaigns, as District Aide to Rep. John Larson (D-
CT), and as Special Assistant to Connecticut Lt. Governor Kevin Sullivan. Aydin is a 
graduate of the Lovett School in Atlanta, Trinity College in Hartford, and Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C. Visit www.andrewaydin.com for more information.

NATE POWELL is a New York Times best-selling graphic novelist born in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, in 1978. He began self-publishing at age 14, and graduated from School of 
Visual Arts in 2000.

His work includes You Don’t Say, Any Empire, Swallow Me Whole, The Silence of Our 
Friends, The Year of the Beasts, and Rick Riordan’s The Lost Hero. Powell’s comics have 
received such honors as the Eisner Award, two Ignatz Awards, four YALSA Great 
Graphic Novels for Teens selections, and a Los Angeles Times Book Prize finalist selection.

In addition to March, Powell has spoken about his work at the United Nations and 
created animated illustrations for SPLC’s documentary Selma: The Bridge to the Ballot.

Powell is currently writing and drawing his next book, Cover, and drawing Two Dead 
with writer Van Jansen. He lives in Bloomington, Indiana. Visit Nate’s website at  
www.seemybrotherdance.org for more information.
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“Congressman John Lewis has been a resounding moral voice in the quest for equality for more 
than 50 years, and I’m so pleased that he is sharing his memories of the Civil Rights Movement 
with America’s young leaders. In March, he brings a whole new generation with him across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge, from a past of clenched fists into a future of outstretched hands.” 
 —President Bill Clinton

“With March, Congressman John Lewis takes us behind the scenes of some of the most pivotal 
moments of the Civil Rights Movement. In graphic novel form, his first-hand account makes 
these historic events both accessible and relevant to an entire new generation of Americans.”  
 — LeVar Burton

“March is one of the most important graphic novels ever created—an extraordinary presentation 
of an extraordinary life, and proof that young people can change the world. I’m stunned by the 
power of these comics, and grateful that Congressman Lewis’s story will enlighten and inspire 
future generations of readers and leaders.”  — Raina Telgemeier

“There is perhaps no more important modern book to be stocked in American school libraries 
than March.” — The Washington Post

“Essential reading…March is a moving and important achievement…the story of a true American 
superhero.” —USA Today
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Three Volumes, $49.99 (US)
ISBN: 978-1-60309-395-8
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“Brave acts of civil disobedience…[give] March its educational value even as Powell’s drawings 
give Lewis’s crisp narration an emotional power.” —The New York Times

“Superbly told history.”  —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Powell captures the danger and tension in stunning cinematic spreads, which dramatically 
complement Lewis’s powerful story…The story of the civil rights movement is a triumphant one, 
but Lewis’s account is full of nuance and personal struggle, both of which impart an empowering 
human element to an often mythologized period of history…this is a must-read.”   
 — Booklist (starred review)

“An astonishingly accomplished graphic memoir that brings to life a vivid portrait of the civil 
rights era, Lewis’s extraordinary history and accomplishments, and the movement he helped 
lead…Its power, accessibility and artistry destine it for awards, and a well-deserved place at the 
pinnacle of the comics canon.” —NPR

“March provides a potent reminder that the sit-ins, far from being casually assembled, were well-
coordinated, disciplined events informed by a rigorous philosophy…Likely to prove inspirational 
to readers for years to come.”  —Barnes and Noble Review

“A riveting chronicle of Lewis’s extraordinary life…it powerfully illustrates how much 
perseverance is needed to achieve fundamental social change.” —O, The Oprah Magazine

“March offers a poignant portrait of an iconic figure that both entertains and edifies, and deserves 
to be placed alongside other historical graphic memoirs like Persepolis and Maus.” 
 —Entertainment Weekly

“The civil rights movement can seem to some like a distant memory…John Lewis refreshes our 
memories in dramatic fashion.” —The Chicago Tribune

“When a graphic novel tries to interest young readers in an important topic, it often feels forced. 
Not so with the exhilarating March…Powerful words and pictures.” —The Boston Globe

“This memoir puts a human face on a struggle that many students will primarily know from 
textbooks… Visually stunning, the black-and-white illustrations convey the emotions of this 
turbulent time…This insider’s view of the civil rights movement should be required reading for 
young and old; not to be missed.”  —School Library Journal (starred review)

“A powerful tale of courage and principle igniting sweeping social change, told by a strong-
minded, uniquely qualified eyewitness…The heroism of those who sat and marched…comes 
through with vivid, inspiring clarity.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“Lewis’s remarkable life has been skillfully translated into graphics…Segregation’s insult to 
personhood comes across here with a visual, visceral punch. This version of Lewis’s life story 
belongs in libraries to teach readers about the heroes of America.” 
 —Library Journal (starred review)

“Powell’s drawings in March combine the epic sweep of history with the intimate personal details 
of memoir, and bring Lewis’s story to life in a way that feels entirely unfamiliar. March is shaping 
up to be a major work of history and graphic literature.” —Slate

“In a new graphic memoir, the civil rights leader shows youth how to get in trouble—good 
trouble.” —In These Times
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