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The Rapture "That Cried Wolf
as in a state o@ver the prophecy of the supposed “rapture

day” of 2011. The rapture is a Christian idea that the true believers of Christ will be
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The Rapture That Cried Wolf

eligious Ameri#ans were in a state of chaos over the prophecy of the supposed

; P(/V‘Q— frapture day” of 2011. The rapture is a Christian idea that points to the end ofime and |
Wy«,/gates that the true believers of Christ will be caught up in the clouds to be with God .

caught up in the clouds to be with God while those who are left behind on earth will be

doomed to hell forever. The rapture day also points to the end of timg/ An eighty nine while those who are left behind on earth will be doomed to hell forever. An eighty nine -

yeaFold Christian pastor named Harold Camping prophesized that May 21,2011 would year-pld Christian pastor named Harold Camping prophesized that May 21, 2011 would
s
T the iy it wonll sepirate the it opics S b e e e T be the day that would separate the holy ones from the ones who would be doomed to
e :
Ahed C)‘&ﬁ o hell on earth. Before, during, and after the,21st, American media attacked the issue of

on earth. Before, during, and after May, '\American media attacked the issue of an

. an apocalyptic era with sarcasm and irony to present the rapture day as an event that
i ith sarcasm and irony to present the rapture day as an event that should
i e ug ¥ . should be overlooked.

be overlooked, : —

: - ! 0 {,ﬁ_ Journalists and reporters portray Camping in a mocking and condescending tone
Journalists-and reporters porh'ay C ping in a mocking and co: descen}dmg tone Aran

how! o tpese 2 \dear vedadp !

3 i to dismiss his prophecy as a hoax. The media frequently describes Camping’s physical
4 to dlsxmss his prophecy as a hoax TLe media ﬁequenﬁlz_@giqub_eﬂlampmg s physical VX

attributes to be the opposite of his old age to emphasize his features as young and
o atmbutes to be the opposite of his old age. Bryan Curtis comments, “Campmg s

il vates careless, rather than old and wise. Bryan Curtis fiom the Newseek Web Exclusives
apocalyptnc certainty gives him the bubblmess;fa high-schooler eyeing his graduation omments, “Camping’s apocalyptic certainty gives him the bubbliness of a high-
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date” (Curtis). By using wmpmwg “high-schooler,” Curtis '7 chooler eyeing his graduation date” (Curtis). By .this comparison to the qualities of a

*high schooler,” Curtis shows that Campin adolescence Jeflects his apocalyptic

" shows that Camping 1,s/1mmamr‘€m'a-way'thatmakes his apoc W

u/nreliable piece of information similar to that of dramengstﬁhlgb g

"

chaduaﬁogslgnal”fhe end of high s ol the b¢ J(wtute signals the end
ww}y Ay r-

of the world. By comparmg the rapture day to a gra(j uon ay, Curtls gives the
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apocalypse a sehse of anticipation that high school students feel ds they riear their

el A hat

graduation. Curtis inco: oratf}s a feelmg of anticij gatlon in order to iftustrateamore Yo z 3%{-
/3 u K‘ . (78 : j’*,/_./

lighthearted tone toAsomeﬂnr:g*as senous a{s@the end of the world.- ermore, Curtis £ i

uses the word “bubbliness” to describe the result of Camping’s “apocalyptic certainty™ in

order to show the limited accuracy in Camping’s predictio: urtis implies that just as a

e is weak and easily destroy

ping’s “apocalyptic certainty” has the sﬁ?}i_/’l / sy

iKe a bubhle, Campmg s predictions ¢ can “pop” at any.

a bubl urtis shows that
: é&i\econd and result as a fall . Addltlonally, John Kelly from The Washington Post

,«"‘

healthy young man who can easﬂy perfo andsprmgs rathier than as an elghty-mgi i ‘A’\&M ket €5
A~
year-old-gi:lgndpasto show-how deceptive Camping can be both with his age and hlS

predictions:-Curtis shows that Campmg 1s, in a way, performing for his audience by \ 7 : &1,, i@df
}ﬁ’ oing “handspnngs back and for[h & Pom-aymg Camping as an entertainer establishes M: 0&;_2‘72@& f’/
a‘ e Campmg s role as simply a form of amusement for the crowd, sgn;tg's) /

M
result in dizziness and mstea@esWMhat Campingfis unstea g in his [ & £ / ﬁ a1 >
icti i d. Similarly, Michael
predlcu(_.ln’s;a‘tgﬂmr ore his prophecy should not be truste

Rosenwald contrasts Camping’s characteristics with his old age when he states that

“[Camping] has a very persuasive radio voice, and he preaches with absolute confidence”

“eyeing” his "graduation date” with an anticipation that makes his rapture day seem
extremely important when in reality, the rapture day is jmportant only to him, bl

Additionally, Curtis describes Camping’s prophecy making experience when he says,

“Camping performs handsprings back and forth through biblical time before endind up,

with a great flourish, on May 21, 2011" (Curtis). Curtis shows that Camping is, in a way,

performing for his audience by “doing handsprings back and forth.” Portraying Carﬁping

as an entertainer establishes Camping’s role as a form of amusement for the crowd.

to show the lack of accuracy in the rapture day prophecy. -

The media compares the rapture day to apocalyptic horror films to show théf

Camping'sv prediction has as much accuracy as a moyie. As Gregory Elder of the

California Newspapers discusses the ral ture day, he comments, “Hollywood has made

billions of dollars making science fiction movies about the end of the world” (Elder)

the fact that Hollywood has made “billions of dollars” by making apocalyptic films in
order to criticize the fact that through his prophecy, Camping has eamed “a reportéd
$80 million in donations” (Kelly B.3).

shows that the rapture day will be a successful way for Camping to make money, just as

Hollywood makes *billions of dollars" through their science fiction films.

| (Rosenwald B.8). Rosenwald demonstrates the vigor and power that Camping holds with
\ ¥ dapite kis fragile phys bol ggze ing’s infl

his “voicé’ des ite hxs fraglle physncal ly. Rosenwald reco; s Camping’s influence
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through his voice only td show that that is Camping’s only tiribute. Other than his

: Additionally,




