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Rights if powerful religious groups can mobilize their members, pour money into a state, and

strip peaple of certain freedoms?” (Boston 36). The author questions the purpose of our Bill of

S : : Pa L o S oo loned
. : . ; : i Ewr_.._.@a QOnE.HnE responsible for the ratification of —rnA OMHM.._S on,)the first nuw only ya_m,pm “.,u._c _

Hﬁm_ummu when it asks, “Should w.nnmm.—onu group have the right to engineer & scheme that takes guarantee for the basic civil liberties of the boou_u.e ‘allows to dramatize the - W .ﬂw.

. away some people’s right? Does a church have the right to use democratio process 0 Wrile L situation and imply tha the Ewﬁwnm e § i pinints e veey gl wpo i ot MM..VH
" theological motions into _w!.w: AWomnE. um@?ﬂﬂ o {questione B RS fas concert of 3 nation was %ﬁﬂ&w FEwﬂ.ﬂH un&cmmﬂnﬂ.sn American uﬂu_ms influence them zisnhﬁww

" separation vﬂﬂ:ﬂm‘mrﬁnv EE state, a critical principle =vo: which America was mo—.bm.nm. The ey L e , . e
New World asiially popolad by pople o did ot it Bope? i Morsove,the sedin make an appel 0 autbority to sses the constonaliy of E;wm%w

in order not to reproduce the European system they were trying to evade, E&nmw colaniz z\nmm\_ new law. wwﬁ people in respected position, the media eams credibility in its evaluation of on.ﬁ*\@lﬁ

" sintained church and state separate early on. Therefore, %aaﬂ»euw tho Jegitinacy  of such - Propediticn 8. Foe tnstance; tho Eﬁa\mg. Hianeiseo ity Atiosne " RO ris Herrere: Emﬁﬂm?*
E\._\E:.mﬂu affair makes & strong case to the American people. Anl hato Jin “QTE\

: M surge of religious affluence

Hn\
S_agw:mbm.msvuwﬁum\wﬂ&nn:&wm ﬁa mention/and cite him rally more

, wom»au_nmbmmnﬁ? the church explpited the democratic system to ErplanentiEES: voters against the legislation. Herrera’s commentary on the potential consequepces of the

- S o . . g
theological notions” is likely to stir b\mo\nﬁu» disapproval from his sudience (36). S _.\ : passage of the ban on same-sex marriage was published in Orange County Register)) “If allowed -

N

o it i shetorical question format merely alludes to this argument, allowing the author
presenting it in a thetorical question <ly allude

« A ot/ : i
Y o _.,.__Q._u W<_B§mﬁnpuﬂmoﬁmnuuﬁmmﬁﬁn%83§rgg

ks ro CMCos—
(\ -
. pinion, the columnist Eﬂ% viewpoint that Proposition 8 is E.JE.HmﬂomF .
o

: : st o D Ces
The media also uses the same thetorical question format to assess the constitutionality of Wtﬁvﬁ

to stand, Prop.8 so devastates the principle of equal protection that it endangers the fundamental

\:%_ 5 rights of any potential .nuoﬂc—.w_ minority- even for protected classes based on race, %\_M.ﬂﬂu\.w\n\aa
Eplanutng .ﬁpmwm.g%rw?wﬂ_
Eonﬂommm:nbmwﬂhﬁxﬂom@wwu.mﬂnﬂw_m ﬂ@n&mu_m m:_u.mnﬁawnﬂ. Ewwmw:b m

w:aion_u%ncﬁnn—o%ﬁn&E&mgomﬁnﬁi_ﬁﬁ.rﬂnﬁ&ﬁmﬂogﬁoﬁas

o ementmen 82 c“ﬂ/\a.os&& ﬂw«aﬁ—. e ST L ks influenced by his perspective. Herrera's statement touches upen the concept of equality, the
H&Eoﬂ.F&&“%%Eomﬁng_n%Eﬁ"%:wnﬁawwoamnoasnﬂu.. s .ou..umnw, | e T
w,ﬂufnﬂ\\_ﬂu Los Angele ﬁww..w%auﬁ asks, “Does wa%%ou. 8 qualify n.u.w revision?” $wa B.ﬂ_ . _en W iﬁm ﬁwW e .\EE anEOpA e siv uaaogﬁwa e
i BMNE% L asms._muu.o et ; men are created equal” and ﬁsﬁwwmﬂ_ Stats, ater, was engaged in a bloody Civl War to
interpretation. By asking this question, without providing a direct suswer, the ,__k\___aﬂq ﬂw_w%u v EERE S soﬁs%w = 3@558 SE@\?Q_A.EE £
" thatthe ﬁh,ﬁﬁsﬁa&sm&sn% become a court decision %d.ﬂﬁ passing | .

ﬁ. ing to wage war. Thus the media’ iting of Herrea is ot only  direct appealto his prsonal
W
el on, buetputuppid b of
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- Counbry's Connding
authority and influence, it is also an effective pEunw_ to the authority of o:_ﬂmmon_wﬂaou of “manc_si.ﬁ

: Emnvnunanw
In addition, the mainstream media gives its support to the movement for homosexual -

marriage by making direct comparisons with the African American Civil Ewwﬁ Movement. -

Enqo_unnnna&??gsn:ﬂﬂm.\<ﬂﬂ5w or of Propositior; 8, the media is putting the

black and _EEowQEB community on the same level ad to rally African American support against
Bepler it

En conservative measure. The Los h:w&nu Times, for instance, parallels the mﬁ.ﬁwlﬁ.l

maﬁo.ﬁnou 8 to the 1967 Supreme Court case Loving vs. Virginia which ended laws nmwsh To.ca
interracial marriage. The newspaper mentions a biblical arguments used against the interracial ﬁ e ‘?&F
couple similar to that used to defend Proposition 8 when the author writes, “the state judge who %ﬁ\(
ruled against the gammgawmow&gwgmmn as nontraditional as that between a white

man and black woman wes ungodly” (*Afier Prop 8" A28). Likewise, proponents of the ban cH

gay marriage made their case based on the idea that QR—. or the “gloomy revisionist version of

Eo&ﬁmgﬁuwmoﬁmbn nnEnmEnm EB%QEEEE<&EH§8§ @ B
would describe anti-Prop 8 literary Ebmmh_bn The Gay and Lesbian Review Worldwi

meant marriage to be a strictly heterosexual union. By ooﬁm.mhnw the arguments of two 95_ g

right issucs, The Los Angeles Times points out that the same argument that had askeed 10 suspend

basic marriage rights for blacks four decades ago was now preventing acother minority- the
homosexual community- from attaining those same rights. The Ewgn.mno.mﬁn African Americans 2
5mﬂwnvmmuﬂauﬁnwﬁ:oomg?mnnsuﬂmhmﬂgmmﬁgnn%ﬂmﬁiagﬁag ;
empathize- a quest for civil rights. This analogy between the quest for rights of blacks and

. homosexuals portrayed in the mainstream media goes hand in hand with beliefs of gay rights ~

fend “the gay movement sees

nhnﬁﬂmvaogasm to the independent journal, Commo

-flawed e&.nn it comes to securing rights for minorities. Uoumun_ Gorton who writes for The Gay

6

nﬁo—m as the heir of the civil rights movement that began with Martin Luther King’s battle for
racial equality, moved on to equal rights for women and other minorities (including the disabled)
and is now working to achieve equal rights for homosexuals” (Steinfels 10). By mirroring the
o EPfonee . ;

progressivism &ccﬂﬁn._«w of the bill, the media consolidates its anti-Prop 8
position. i ;her“wg :

Ultimately, the media exposes the passage of Proposition 8 as a failure of democracy \ @Mﬁ\
through strong, antagonistic diction. Direct democracy involves the v.ocv_o voting for legislation
and laws passing based on majority ruling; however, the media conveys that this process w_.

exact practice democracy intends to prevent by dividing power amongst the people rather than alow .._pm ,

and Lesbian Review ﬁaE!Rmnunﬁu&vﬂgngBigisgga.:Eag
design flaw in American democracy, Engomﬁuﬁmhon@gaﬂnw&nﬁooﬁﬁ&:u
described in the early nineteenth century™ (4). dﬂﬁbwﬂnasﬁnﬁqnﬁ exercise of power, the

~ %\p\ )
o] & @imun individual. By using this terminology.to describe democracy’s flaw, Gorton compares the

mmcmuﬁEwnbmagamnﬂvommu.E&&aﬂgawwoaowgﬁ%nr
suspends rights of minorities by legal means as with Proposition 8. The weekly magazine,
Maclean’s, also reflects on the passage a.m the conservative legislation as an usurpation of rights e

from the minority by the majority when it describes election results in which, “conservatives QMWM»

were able to circumvent legislatures and to advance their agenda by using the machinery of

directing democracy” (Savage 28). The author uses verbs like “circumvent” WE_ “using” 10 h%&% Q

E:mﬂ.mﬁigmwnvnﬂﬂqﬁﬁﬁwgﬁnowgq%mﬂgwﬁnuﬁdomoomnS:.E_E @#6

form of government. The term “circumvent” suggests that conservatives went around the ENBMM

nnmégiggaggﬁogg H.mnnﬁmn.:_ﬁbm insinuates that
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